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Train stations in France : 
between rail speed, local service, intermodality 

and sustainable development



Paris

Dijon



April 3rd, 2007, 1.13 pm French time
574,8 kilometers/hour

T.G.V. Train à Grande Vitesse (High Speed Train)



Rail speed world records







TGV Réseau Eurostar
Thalys TGV Duplex





Shrinking territory







• “Center” region’s rail 
network

• TGV line from Paris to Tours   
(1 hour)

• Onwards to Bordeaux

• Other places not served by 
TGV, such as Orléans, 
regional capital 

• Orléans has lost its good 
connections to Bordeaux

• One exception: Vendôme, 
now 43 minutes from Paris



Challenges for high-speed 
service

• Maximum speed
– Straight line, few stops along the way
– “Plane on rails”, “tunnel-effect”, competition with Air France 

on top routes : 
• Paris-Lyon, Paris-Marseille, Paris-Bordeaux, Paris-Strasbourg
• Air France has discontinued its Paris-to-Brussels and Paris-to-Lille 

flights, replaced by TGV timed for Air France connecting hub 
schedules

– Risk of diminishing the accessibility of many places
– High cost to develop high-speed lines

• Service to the passengers
– As many places as possible on the system
– Locate train stations close to places where people live and 

work
– Lobby of cities to get TGV service

How to maintain speed without losing



A wide variety of responses to both 
challenges

• Main cities (Paris, Marseille, Lyon-Perrache, Lille-Flandres..)
– Refurbishing of existing rail stations

• Large cities (Lyon-Part-Dieu, Lille-Europe..)
– New stations in town created to serve specifically HST

• Mid-size cities (Aix-en-Provence, Avignon, Le Creusot, 
Macon, Reims..)
– New stations on the outskirts of town created to serve 

specifically HST
• Airport rail stations (Paris-Charles de Gaulle, Lyon St 

Exupéry..)
• Rail stations in the middle of rural areas (TGV Haute-

Picardie, Gare Lorraine..)



Diversity of 
stations’ 
locations



Lyon, 2nd largest French urban 
area

Perrache

Part-Dieu

Lyon St Exupéry
Airport



Bypassing Lyon 
?

• Lyon was the first city 
served by TGV in 1981

• Construction of a 
bypass line on the east 
side of the city, with a 
station at the airport

• Many trains to 
Marseille, south of 
Lyon, do not even stop 
in Lyon or its airport



Avignon
Typical location of new train 
station just outside the urbanized 
area 



Gare TGV Reims-Champagne
on the TGV Est Européen new line





TGV Picardie



Chaulnes

TGV Haute-Picardie

Paris

Lille

Amiens



TGV Effect
• Cities served by high-speed trains have

seen their economy grow quickly,
especially if they are located about 1
hour from Paris
– Le Mans, Reims, Tours, Lille….

• Increased real estate activity, settling of
professionals fleeing Paris’ expensive
housing

• Quest for quality of life in mid-size cities
• Bypassed cities (Amiens, Orléans) feel

discriminated against
• Image-making : a modern city has to be

a TGV city



Train stations and urban 
(re)development

• In many cities, 19th century rail development and the 
construction of train stations have given birth to new 
urban environments, characterized by the presence -
among others - of many hotels and restaurants

• TGV stations outisde of towns have not so far spurred 
any real development : mostly parking lots (Picardie, Le 
Creusot, Avignon…)

• TGV train stations located in central urban areas, 
however, have been engines of urban redevelopment

• Retail centers, offices
• Multimodal transportation nodes
• Examples in Lille and Lyon



Lille-Flandres

Lille-Europe

Euralille



QuickTime™ et un
décompresseur TIFF (non compressé)

sont requis pour visionner cette image.



Lille





Lyon Part-Dieu



La Part-Dieu







Lyon Part-Dieu
rental bikes and light rail transit just off the station
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Orléans train station : light-rail + bike rental



Dijon
restructuring of train station 

plaza

• More bus access, less car parking
• New shops at the station, new movie theater
• Bike rental system (Velodi) started March 5, 
2008







Marne-
la-

Vallée







Future perspectives
• As in many countries, greater emphasis in France on urban

planning policies developed according to principles of
sustainable development

• A national roundtable involving politicians, activists and
researchers (“Grenelle de l’Environnement”) held in the fall of
2007 has led to a government program of more high speed rail
and less intercity freeways

• Mandated implementation of Plans de Déplacements Urbains in
every large city since the late 1990’s

• Pedestrian-friendly, bike-friendly, somewhat late compared to
Germany, Switzerland or the Netherlands

• Issues of light rail and bike rental central in many local elections
this week-end, with strong opposition between
environmentalists and people fearing a loss a freedom for car
drivers (restricted lanes, etc)

• U.S. style T.O.D.s (Transit Oriented Development) not
specifically mentioned but often implemented
F h h ti i thi fi ld ith h d



Thank you for your attention

谢谢你们
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